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Memory of the Dark (lithograph) 


By Barbara Olmsted 


Graphic Annual a National Exhibition 


F ebruary’s most important exhibition in 
local art circles was the Art Association’s 
Annual Exhibition of Drawings and 
Prints, which hung at the San Francisco Mu¬ 
seum of Art from February 11 to March 1. 

We have begun to take the separate annuals 
of the Art Association so casually that the re¬ 
cent Graphic Annual, which filled the huge 
Sculpture Court and overflowed into the North 


Gallery, covering those large walls, brought 
but little surprise and faint praise from visi¬ 
tors and critics. Yet the work displayed was of 
excellent calibre, comparable to that being 
shown anywhere in this country. Art Associa¬ 
tion Annuals have become national shows in 
recent years and this last exhibition, curiously 
enough, gave a more comprehensive picture 
of the work being done by artists outside of 












California for there was a definite decline in 
local representation. In fact, of the 199 pieces 
accepted but 80 were by artists residing in this 
State, and many of these are not Art Associa¬ 
tion members. 

The reasons for this are obvious. California 
has suddenly become a strategic military dis¬ 
trict and the artists are giving every bit of 
available time and energy to furthering the war 
effort and contributing to civilian defense. To 
artists hereabouts letters from other parts of 
the country mentioning “life as usual” seem 
incomprehensible. 

But to go back to a discussion of the Graphic 
Show. Lithography still leads as a favorite 
media though the use of Silk Screen is gaining 
favor in local circles. Wood engraving and 
linoleum cuts still hold their own. There were 
comparatively few pencil drawings and this 
seems a great loss for there is no media more 
responsive to an intimate, sensitive rendering. 

Though we do not fully agree with the jury 
as to the disposition of the prizes we share 
their opinion in regard to Barbara Olmsted’s 
Memory of the Dark which won the San Fran¬ 
cisco Art Association Purchase Prize. It is a 
beautifully executed, mature expression. Other 
prize winners included Hassell Smith who won 
the Artist Fund Prize for his Street Scene , 
Columbia , an Ink Drawing, and the following 
Honorable Mentions: Milton Cavagnaro’s 
Blue Pond (pencil), Paul Landacre’s Dark 
Mountain (wood engraving), Henry Mark’s 
Still Life (silk screen), George Jo Mess’ Sum¬ 
mer Solitude (aquatint) and George Van Der 
Sluis’ Trees and Rocks (lithograph). Barbara 
Olmsted and Hassel Smith are members of the 
San Francisco Art Association. 

The jury was composed of the following: 
Jury of Selection, Ray Bertrand, Ernest Born, 
Mildred Pommer, Roi Partridge and Clay 
Spohn. Jury of Awards: Ray Bertrand, Roi 
Partridge and Clay Spohn. 968 pieces of work 
were submitted to the jury. M.R. 

Chicago Watercolor Show 

Announcement from the Art Institute of 
Chicago of their International Exhibition of 
Watercolors, May 14 to August 23, 1942, has 
been received. Last day for return of entry 
cards, March 23. 

Days for receiving works at Art Institute, 
March 30 to April 9. Jury meets, April 14 and 
15. Prizes: Watson F. Blair Prize, $600, Wat¬ 
son F. Blair Prize, $400 and Wm. H. Tuthill 
Prize, $100. 

All work must be framed and glassed. The 
San Francisco Museum of Art has posted the 
prospectus on their Bulletin Board. 


Artists and the War 

T he column entitled “Artists and the 
War,” published in our last Bulletin, met 
with remarkable response. Many of the 
artists, missing the personal contacts of their 
contemporaries have phoned or written their 
appreciation of being kept informed of the 
activities of their friends. 

From Sebastopol, a letter from Bernard 
Zakheim tells of his being Air Raid Warden 
for his community, also chairman of the local 
First Aid Committee. “My wife Phyllis Wright- 
son and myself” he writes, “are out on a farm 
where we have built ourselves studios. I am 
working on designs for Bomb Shelters for the 
Oak Grove School near here besides partici¬ 
pating in the ‘Food for Freedom’ program 
sponsored by the Federal Government.” 

William Hesthal is working in the drafting 
rooms of an Alameda Shipbuilding Plant. 
James Hastings and Stanley Galli are in the 
Shipbuilding Yards in Seattle. 

Hamilton Wolf is Air Raid Warden for his 
district in Oakland. Jacques Schnier and 
Michael Goodman are organizing a camou¬ 
flage project in the Department of Architec¬ 
ture, University of California. Worth Ryder is 
developing a camouflage project in the U. C. 
Art Department. 

One of Erie Loran’s drawings has been pur¬ 
chased by the Section of Fine Arts, Washing¬ 
ton, D. C., for use in American Defense. 

Claire Falkenstein is working in metal and 
wood that can later be turned to defense use. 
Irene Lindroth Hunter is with the Red Cross 
in Los Angeles. 

Alice Morris’ Water Color of Fisherman’s 
Wharf is included in the exhibition “Art in 
National Defense” making a tour of Army 
Camps. 

Kisa Beeck recently held an exhibition of 
sculpture “Animal Forms in Stone” at the 
Argent Galleries, New York. Ida Day Degan 
also exhibited sculpture at the Argent Galler¬ 
ies, N. Y., her show, entitled “West Comes 
East” being on display Feb. 23 to Mar. 7. 

Hamilton Wolf just concluded a One Man 
Show of Oils at the Albatross Book Shop. In¬ 
cidentally, the constantly changing exhibitions 
that continue throughout the year in this at¬ 
tractive little gallery are due to the untiring 
efforts of Mrs. Geneve Rixford Sargeant who 
has been in charge of exhibitions since this 
quaint book shop opened several years ago. 

Theodore C. Polos was awarded the John 
Barton Payne Medal for his oil painting 
“Young Girl” recently exhibited at the Third 
Biennial Exhibition of Contemporary Ameri- 
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Young Girl By Theodore C. Polos 

John Barton Payne Medal , Third Biennial , Virginia Museum of Art. Purchased hy Museum. 


can Paintings, Virginia Museum of Art. Polos’ 
painting was purchased by the Virginia 
Museum. 

The Art Association Gallery at the Museum 
has again attained a particularly fine standard 
in its recent exhibitions. Alexander Nepote’s 
collection of water colors, shown from Feb. 
23 to March 8 was a stimulating show. Emilie 
Sievert Weinberg’s excellent exhibition of oils, 
now on display, shows a definite stride in this 


artist’s work. There is a mellowness and sub¬ 
tlety that is very satisfying. Allela Cornell will 
exhibit recent work March 23 to April 6. Her 
collection of oils, water colors and drawings 
at Raymond and Raymond Galleries have tre¬ 
mendous originality and beauty. 

An Artists Party for Russian War Relief, at 
which Rockwell Kent will be guest of honor 
will be held in Lucien Labauldt’s Studio on 
March 21st. 
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Art School Scholarships 

T he California School of Fine Arts an¬ 
nounces the annual High School Scholar¬ 
ship Competition consisting of three 
scholarships in this school in the subjects of 
Drawing, Painting, Sculpture and Design, also, 
a fourth scholarship, offered for the third time 
this year, to be awarded particularly for Sculp¬ 
ture. This award is anonymously donated. 

These four scholarships entitle the winners 
to full time free tuition in any of the regular 
classes of the School for the nine months— 
August to May of the Regular Session 1942-43. 
Scholarships will be held open to the winners 
for a period of three years to enable the first 
year students to complete High School educa¬ 
tion. 

Exhibits should arrive not later than Satur¬ 
day, April 11th. Awards will be made by a 
Jury of the Faculty. Only original works will 
be considered. Each exhibit should be clearly 
marked with the name of the student and 
school, and, if possible, countersigned by an 
art teacher or principal. In the case of sculp¬ 
ture, photographs of the work will be accepted. 

Art Association Houses Blood 
Bank 

he graphic arts have yielded space to a 
healing art at the California School of 
Fine Arts. The old studios on the lower 
floor formerly occupied by the departments of 
design and lithography have been completely 
reconstructed to house a Blood Bank which is 
being operated under the supervision of the 
American Red Cross. 

Here donors will assisl in accumulating the re¬ 
serve of blood plasma to be used in Army hos¬ 
pitals or for civilian disaster relief. Utilizing 
that portion of the school adjacent to the 
Jones Street entrance, which has been blocked 


off from the other studios, this Red Cross Pro¬ 
curement Center has become a separate unit 
and will not conflict with normal school opera¬ 
tions. 

The Blood Bank was dedicated for use on 
March 18 and constitutes one of the most 
up-to-date centers of its kind in the country. 
Mrs. Gardiner Dailey is director of the Blood 
Donor Service. 

Blood transfusion is of particular value in 
cases of shock, burns and gunshot wounds. 
However, the present means employed is a 
radical departure from the old-fashioned 
methods. At the Blood Bank a donor gives a 
pint of blood in a simple, painless procedure 
that takes but a few minutes. There are no 
after effects. 

The blood is tested in a specially equipped 
laboratory. It is placed in a refrigerator com¬ 
partment at 39° Fahrenheit and is held for 10 
days. It is then placed in a huge centrifuge and 
spun, this operation separating the pale liquid 
plasma from the red and white cells. The 
plasma is pooled, then frozen solid. Finally, 
the frozen plasma is placed in an apparatus 
which dries it to a powder. This residue is the 
dry blood plasma which is packed and sent 
away in kits. Each kit contains two cans of 
plasma and a pint of distilled water, the equiv¬ 
alent of a quart of whole blood—enough for 
two transfusions. It may be kept indefinitely. 

The advantage of using plasma over the old 
type blood transfusion lies in the fact that there 
are four types of liquid blood and a successful 
transfusion requires that the donor has the 
identical type as the patient. Plasma, com¬ 
posed of mineral salts, blood protein and 
water, is typeless and may be used on all 
patients. 

There is no limit to the demands being made 
today on the blood banks throughout the coun¬ 
try and constant co-operation of the public is 
therefore essential. Donors must be between the 
ages of 21 and 60. Art Association members 
and friends are urged to phone for an appoint¬ 
ment. Telephone GRaystone 9373. It is an obli¬ 
gation from which we cannot turn aside. 

M.R. 
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